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ABSTRACT

The present study examines current theory and ipeaceégarding the assessment of foreign languagé or
performance, and discusses implications for cuuimoulesigners and teachers in Ministry of Educatilmag. In addition
to suggesting that norm-referenced assessment fdaceel with criteria-referenced, "authentic" asses¥ in these
establishments, the first part of the paper alselemles that the current grading of students igilsahools according toa
prescribed textbooks “English for Iraq” and “lragp@@rtunities” for language assessment, being itally
demotivatingfor students and teachers. It is tlieecfrgued that English Language programs shouldracecent research
findings and Ministry of Education policy statemenby promoting positive affect (attitude, beliefspnfidence,
motivation, etc.) in non-threatening learning eamments, using criterion-referenced, and autheaggessment. On the
other hand the second part of this paper recogriizesmodes of authentic assessment (self- and gs=@ssment) as
reliable and valid methods of evaluation, partidylguitable for assessment of oral skills at ursites level. It is hoped
that these reflective models will encourage stusléatbecome involved in their learning, and pronuodsitive attitude
change in the fostering of life-long learning skiind socially responsible citizens. It is suggkstieerefore, that when
employed in a student-centered ,holistic settieff; ®nd peer-assessment are practical and eféeetraluation tools for

tertiary language education.
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